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A POST-PRIMARY LIBRARY 
WELLINGTON GIRLS’ COLLEGE 


OLGA E. HARDING 


AT THE Wellington Girls’ College before the last war (as at many other 
older secondary schools in New Zealand), although a considerable book 
stock had been built up it was most inadequately housed. One of the 
smaller classrooms on the south side of the ground floor was used as 
the library. All wall space was filled by tall bookcases with 32-inch wide 
glass doors which were kept locked. Four long narrow tables, each seating 
six pupils, filled all the available floor space, so that it was difficult to 
open the cupboard doors. The previous librarian solved the immediate 
problem by removing the glass doors from the cupboards, so that the 
books were at least accessible. 


Miss Harding is senior history teacher and head of the Social Studies Department 
at Wellington Girls’ College. 
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Meanwhile, our dreams of a new library had become definite enough 
to be put on paper, with the assistance of the art mistress. After these 
first plans had been submitted to expert librarians, and had been revised 
and re-drawn following their suggestions, they were sent to the College 
Board of Governors and so to the Department. Here there were further 
experts, and it was some time before the noise of battle died down and 
the library actually materialized—in a somewhat different form from 
what we had originally intended. 

Our present library, formed from the combination of two upstairs 
classrooms and part of the adjoining wide corridor, is a rectangular 
room, fifty feet by twenty-three feet, with double glass doors in the centre 
of the north wall and two sets of three tall sash windows, hung with 
attractive curtains, in the south wall. The old walls are covered with 
plaster board painted a deep cream, and fluorescent lighting has been 


, y on 


The specially designed chairs 


installed. Extra lighting and ventilation is provided by glass swing 
windows along the entire upper part of the north wall. Book shelves line 
the north, east and west walls; and two double-fronted book stacks are 
set at right angles, one directly against the book shelf on the north wall 
to the left of the door, thus forming a study bay, and the other out in 
the room about two feet from the centre of the west wall. The shelves 
of all the book cases are movable, being fitted with Tonks metal 
bookcase strips. 

Fiction and short stories are arranged in alphabetical order of author 
on the west wall and on the north wall to the right of the door, and non- 
fiction books fill all the other book cases, including the island stack, 
which holds biography on one side and the New Zealand section on 
the other. 

The issue desk, a modified L shape, has one arm set against the south 
wall directly opposite the door, and the other extended by a book stack 
containing all the quick reference books. The space behind this bookcase, 
within the L, is used as a working alcove, and new books and books 
needing repairs are stored on that side of the stack. 
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The room contains ten tables, each with six chairs of our own special 
design with curved backs and saddle seats. Other equipment in the 
library consists of a three-tiered book wagon on special Shepherd castor 
wheels which run exceptionally well; a Lomak-Turner card catalogue 
cabinet of twenty-four drawers; a cuttings file of three drawers, each 
ten inches deep; and a magazine rack. To keep the books tidy on the 
shelves metal book ends painted dark green are used. Metal shelf clips 
indicate subject divisions, while small blocks of polished wood, 8 inches 
by 2 inches by 14 inches with a narrow slit cut in the top, form excellent 
holders for such card indicators as ‘ Fiction’, * Science’, ‘ Biography ’. 
We are particularly fortunate in having a typewriter for our own use, 
and a very recent acquisition is an electric stylus purchased from the 
Woolston Book Company in England. 


THe BooK STOCK 


In preparation for removal to the new library (in fact, while the noise 
of construction of the room went on almost immediately overhead) 
we took stock of our books. There were approximately three thousand 
books in the room, many in dingy cloth jackets. These jackets were 
removed by willing pupil assistants, and great was the amazement of 
the pupils and staff at the number of * new’ books that had so suddenly 
appeared. 

To these books were added those from the class libraries. Previously, 
at the beginning of each year about sixty books had been placed in glass 
fronted cupboards in each of the twenty-four rooms. The form librarian 
kept the key of the cupboard and issued the books to members of her 
form as they wanted them, but it was decided the school could not afford 
to have good books in such restricted use, except perhaps for the sixth 
forms where specialist material is more commonly required. Consequently 
all these books were called in; most of them were ruthlessly thrown out, 
either because of their unsuitability or because of their battered condition. 
Some were cleaned and mended, and, in all, probably between two and 
three hundred were salvaged. Some amazing gaps in the book stock were 
found. The only copies of Katherine Mansfield’s short stories, for example, 
had all been in the class libraries, and the main library had none. 

We have found that class libraries are not satisfactory for us, and 
we are introducing a scheme of a reference shelf for each class. Book 
troughs have been bought, and we hope eventually to have sufficient 
book stock to be able to supply a full reference shelf in each class room. 
This is particularly desirable for our junior forms, who are really too 
far away from the library to be able to use it for quick reference purposes. 
Ultimately we propose to include on this shelf a good place atlas, a 
general encyclopaedia, a world history for all forms, with such temporary 
additions from the library as the work in each subject demands. Senior 
forms have in addition The A.B.C. of English Usage, Everyman’s Bio- 
graphical Dictionary of English Literature, the Penguin A.B.C. of the 
Pacific, the Penguin Political Dictionary and W. G. Moore’s Dictionary 
of Geography. 

The task of organizing the original book stock was an enormous one. 
No system of cataloguing the books had ever been maintained, and, 
although the cupboards had been variously labelled * Science ’, * History ’, 
‘Geography ’, it was pure chance if the books were ever in the appropriate 
cupboards, as there was no indication at all on the spine of the book 
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as to where it should be. As the Dewey system is used in the Wellington 
Public Libraries, it was decided to adopt it, and the staff librarians, with 
the willing co-operation of other staff members and many girls, worked 
late after school and every Saturday afternoon for weeks in a great effort 
to classify and label all the books by the time the new library was finished, 
Many were the arguments among the librarians as to the classification 
of certain books. As a general principle, however, it was decided to 
classify a book where it would most readily be found by the girls who 
would be most likely to use it. Keeping this in mind, we have classified 
most of our collected biographies under subject, e.g., Seven Biologists 
(Living Names series) is in 570.9 (history of biology), Seven Physicists 
in 530.9 (history of physics), and Great Americans is in 973 (history of 
the USA). We do not divide English literature by period, but we have 
done so with English history. We have also created new Dewey extensions 
to suit ourselves—e.g., 942E to cover all works on the history of the 
British Commonwealth and Empire, and 910.1 for works on Economic 
and Commercial Geography, the aspect of Geography upon which most 
emphasis is now laid. All New Zealand books, including novels and short 
stories by New Zealand authors, are shelved together, and all quick 
reference material is also kept together. 

The books in the library are now all classified. A much more difficult 
job was the preparation of the catalogue. As the fiction was labelled, 
author and title cards for each book were typed and put in the catalogue 
cabinet. New books were accessioned in a register, and author and title 
cards were typed and filed. In order that there should be no delay in 
putting the new books out on the library shelves, the particulars of each 
book—its Dewey classification if non-fiction, its title, author and publisher, 
the date of publication and its accession number—are written on a sheet 
of paper. As a sheet of these is completed, it is handed to the typist, 
who types author and title cards for the books thus listed. This means 
that we have a dictionary catalogue of all fiction and of all new non- 
fiction books. 

When all the books had been arranged on the shelves in the new 
library, shelf cards were written for every non-fiction book, and these 
are filed in order of their Dewey classification in old filing drawers behind 
the issue desk. A shelf card is written for every new non-fiction book 
as it goes on to the shelves. The shelf list has proved invaluable to the 
librarian when cataloguing new books and as a means of checking the 
stock. As, however, we consider that a school library’s most effective 
tool is probably a subject catalogue, we have made a start on this major 
work. Our first efforts have been guided by the subjects given as projects 
by the science, social studies and health teachers, but it will be a long 
time before this work is completed. 


IssuE SYSTEM 

Each girl in the school has two pockets, a blue one for non-fiction 
and an orange one for fiction. These pockets are arranged in forms and 
kept in a divided box sunk into one part of the desk. To issue a book, 
the librarian stamps the due slip and the book card with date of return 
and places the book card in the borrower’s library pocket. The book 
cards are then filed in alphabetical order of author, behind a card indicat- 
ing the date when the books are due back, in a sunken box in another part 
of the issue desk. Each form also has a pocket, into which we put cards 


100 





lington 
iS, with 
worked 
t effort 
nished, 
fication 
ded to 
‘Is who 
assified 
ologists 
ysicists 
tory of 
re have 
ensions 
of the 
onomic 
h most 
d short 
| quick 


difficult 
abelled, 
talogue 
nd title 
lelay in 
of each 
blisher, 
a sheet 

typist, 
means 
w non- 


he new 
d these 
behind 
n book 
: to the 
ing the 
ffective 
$ major 
projects 
a long 


-fiction 
‘ms and 
a book, 
f return 
ie book 
indicat- 
her part 
it cards 


of books temporarily in its reference shelf. Cuttings file material may be 
borrowed by senior pupils, who enter their names in a note book kept in 
the lower drawer of the cabinet. 


LiBRARY ASSISTANTS 

It is obvious that the greater the availability of the library material, 
the greater its effectiveness in the school. Consequently, it was decided 
that the library should be open for issuing and returning and for research 
every day before and after school and during the lunch hour. This entails 
a large committee of librarians, and we have one which provides three 
girls on duty before and after school and five at lunch time. This number 
may seem excessive, but a comfortable margin for absentees must be 


A busy moment in the Wellington Girls’ College library 


provided, and there are always other duties besides issuing and receiving 
books to keep these young library assistants busy. A section of the book 
shelves is assigned to each librarian, so that every time she is on duty 
she will check her section for order and remove books needing repairs. 
Each librarian also belongs to one of the three library sub-committees 
—new books, publicity, and repairs and binding—and when she is on 
duty, and at other regular intervals, she does her share of the work of 
her sub-committee. 

On the new books committee are the girls from the commercial 
forms, who type all the catalogue cards. A teacher-librarian is repaid 
a hundredfold for the short time she spends instructing these girls in 
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the exact procedure when typing author, title and subject cards, even if 
it be only in the uniformity of the catalogue. Lists of recent additions 
under subjects can also be typed and put up in staff and class rooms 

In order that the school shall feel that the library really is its concern, 
the library committee is drawn from all forms except the thirds. [It 
consists of two representatives, selected by the librarian chiefly on the 
advice of the English teacher, from each fourth form, two from the 
lower fifths, four from the senior fifths and the remainder from the 
sixth forms. It is perhaps of interest to note that, although the work is not 
light, the librarian always has a list of disappointed volunteers anxious 
to take the place of any library assistant who leaves school during the 
year. In charge of each sub-committee is a teacher-librarian, who works 
with and through an executive of senior girls. 


THE PLACE OF THE LIBRARY IN REGULAR SCHOOL WoRK 

At the beginning of each year, every third form is given special 
lessons by the school librarian, with the English teacher present if possible. 
The first lesson covers conduct in the library, the general layout of the 
library, with the arrangement of the fiction and how to use the fiction 
catalogue, and the method of taking out and returning books. The second 
special lesson consists of instruction in the care and handling of books 
and a general survey of and browsing in the non-fiction sections of the 
library. The content, range and value of the magazines, with special 
reference to the indexed catalogue of the geographical magazines, form 
the subject matter of the third lesson. 

During the first weeks of the second term, a series of special lessons 
is given by the librarian on the Dewey classification of non-fiction and 
on the reference material and how to use it—especially dictionaries, 
book indexes, atlas index, encyclopaedias, year books, and the cuttings 
file. Teachers of English have found the Post Primary School Bulletin 
How to Use a Library a valuable help in revising these lessons. Boxes 
of question cards in sets of thirty have been prepared for all forms from 
thirds to sixths, and these prove invaluable in giving practice in finding 
information from reference material. 

For those classes having a regular time-table library period a set 
plan is followed when the special lessons have been completed. For the 
first ten minutes there is discussion on books, with the teacher introducing 
books or children giving prepared reviews of books read. During the 
rest of the period books are changed and read, entries made in their 
reading records by the children, and information for projects is collected. 
Four girls in each class are trained to issue and check off books and 
replace them on the shelves while the teacher gives individual help in 
choosing books and finding and sifting information for projects. This 
work of helping children find and select information and frame it in 
their own words is regarded as a most important part of library work. 


PUBLICITY 


Many and varied are the schemes whereby the publicity sub-committee 
can increase the use of the library and the issue of books. In the corridor 
outside the library there are long pinex display boards. On these boards 
is a section for radio programmes of special interest and a section for 
description and criticism of plays produced by local dramatic societies; 
both these sections are arranged by sixth form girls. The Careers mistress 
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also uses part of the board to display her material, and when appropriate 
jackets are available they are used to supplement her displays. Book 
jackets and pictures from the school picture collection, especially on the 
various social studies topics as they arise, are used for displays on the 
pinex boards in the corridors of the junior school building. As we are not 
so far using the top shelf of our bookcases (seven feet high), photographs 
of authors and special collections (e.g. new third form fiction, animal 
stories, new recipes, fifth form history background reading) are arranged 
on these shelves. 

The school is fortunate in possessing an excellent picture collection 
drawn from many sources, chiefly Pictorial Education, to which we pay 
a double subscription in order to be able to mount all the pictures. This 
collection is not kept in the library, but is looked after by a separate 
committee of girls who arrange displays in the corridor, and it has its 
own issue system. 

We would have many things different in the library—for instance, 
a smaller straight issue desk that did not take up so much floor space, 
and a separate work room where repair work could be left out from 
one day to the next. 

We feel, however, that the advantages of the new library in space, 
lighting and accommodation far outweigh what we hope are only 
temporary disadvantages. 


PITY THE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER 


J. W. KEALY 


WueEN John Doe allowed his friends to persuade him that he should 
stand for election as a member of his local City Council, it is highly 
probable that the thought of library administration did not even cross 
his mind. He may have been attracted to administrative work in general, 
or perhaps he wished to see a more progressive policy adopted—or to 
cut the rates. It may be he was thinking of his own ambitions; on the 
other hand he possibly responded to a call of duty—or because a vacancy 
existed on a ‘ ticket’. 

Taking the matter a stage further, let us suppose he has survived the 
contest and has been elected. His Mayor, no doubt with the assistance 
of an overworked Town Clerk, has to provide a chairman and the necessary 
members for each of some seven or eight standing committees. Every 
councillor will probably find himself on three of these, and John Doe, 
to his surprise, may well discover that he has been placed on Public 
Safety, Libraries and Health. 


Mr Kealy, who has recently been appointed a Stipendiary Magistrate, has 
given distinguished service to the libraries of New Zealand, both as an extremely 
active chairman of the Auckland Library Committee and as a member of the 
NZLA Council; he was President of the NZLA in 1948/9. 
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This means that, in addition to earning a living in his normal 
occupation and making himself broadly familiar with all the problems 
of the Council, he is now expected to pay particular attention to such 
matters as may be brought before these committees concerning traffic 
administration (including parking), libraries, public baths, art, abattoirs, 
insanitary houses and rat week. Unless he is retired or of independent 
means, only his spare time will be available for Council duties, so it is 
obvious that it will be quite impossible for him to make himself an 
expert upon all the matters on which he will have to vote. Fortunately, 
he will not need to be an expert; what is principally required of him is 
balanced, mellow judgment. When decisions must be made on techni- 
calities, he will do well to accept guidance from an expert staff. 


THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS IN MATTERS OF POLICY 


What are the functions, then, of a committee? Firstly, it must be 
understood that major matters are determined by the Council as a whole. 
When that Council is working harmoniously, however, it is usual for 
recommendations coming from standing committees to be endorsed, 
so long as the Councillors have confidence in their committees. The 
committees, then, make recommendations regarding staff appointments, 
matters of policy and matters of finance, but as a rule do not (or at least 
should not) interfere in what may be described as matters of routine 
administration. These, in the normal case, should properly be left to 
the Town Clerk and to the heads of the departments. 

It is the function of the Chief Librarian, and not of the Library 
Committee, to control the staff and to attend to matters of routine. It is 
also his duty to attend to, and advise his committee on, matters which 
he feels should be brought to the committee’s notice, or about which 
he has been asked to advise. 

It is the function of the committee to decide, or advise the Council 
upon, all matters of policy (as distinct from routine administration), 
all matters of finance, and all matters affecting salaries or senior appoint- 
ments. (Power to make junior staff appointments is in practice often 
delegated to the Chief Librarian.) In deciding these matters, the committee 
will in many cases seek the guidance of the Chief Librarian. It should be 
emphasized that possibly the most important function of a Council is 
the wise choice of staff—the calibre of those selected for key posts will 
make or mar all Council undertakings. 

The activities of a large local authority cover a very wide field, and 
it is for the Council to endeavour to judge the mind of citizens as to the 
total amount of rates to be collected and the proportion of these which 
is to be allocated to each different need—so much for drainage, so much 
for water supply, so much for cultural purposes or playing fields. Inasmuch 
as the head of each department is usually an enthusiast, and bearing in 
mind that the average ratepayer is apt to react most unenthusiastically 
to any proposed increase in his rates, it will be seen that the task of the 
mere councillor is often an unenviable one. 


GRASPING THE BROAD OUTLINE 
Let us suppose, however, that our friend John Doe is neither cowardly, 
perverse, nor parsimonious. Let us imagine, too, that he is interested 
in the work and means to make a worthwhile contribution. 
In his committee duties he will be in contact with the Chief Traffic 
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Inspector, the Abattoir Manager, the City Engineer, the Chief Sanitary 
Inspector and the Chief Librarian, as well as with the Town Clerk and 
the Town Clerk’s office staff. He will certainly not have time to go into, 
or even to understand, all the detailed work of the departments for which 
these different officers are responsible. What he will do, though, will be 
to read their various reports and try to gain a real grasp at least of the 
broad principles on which each department works, and then apply that 
knowledge, plus his judgement, to the problems brought before him for 
decision. His committee having reached a conclusion with which he is in 
agreement, he must be prepared to defend that decision if it is challenged, 
either in Council or by outside interests, and his advocacy is not likely 
to be effective unless he has made himself thoroughly a master of the 
facts and arguments involved. A councillor need do no more than is 
set out above. There is, however, much more that he can do. 


KNOWLEDGE SHOULD PRECEDE ACTION 


John Doe perhaps discovers that both Health and Public Safety 
have strong chairmen and established policies, or for some other reason 
he decides that Libraries shall be his special field. He will not find it 
difficult to ascertain whether or not the library is taking its full place in 
the community. If it is not, the fault may lie with the Librarian. If this 
is so, the remedy will not be easy, although tactful methods can do much 
to bring about improvement. It is more likely that he will discover that 
the fault lies with the Council, either through failure to provide sufficient 
money for the library account, by flat refusal to approve of modern 
methods, or, even more deadly in effect, by that dead hand which crushes 
out enthusiasm as a vice and worships a complacent mediocrity. 

If this is the position, then a flanking movement will be more likely 
to succeed than a direct attack, and some time may be needed. Not the 
challenge of the charging bull, but tact, should be the watchword. Starting 
inside the Library Committee, it will be necessary that its members shall 
be made to understand what is required, and why. This done, the field 
of operation may be widened. Other members of the Council must be 
made to see the difficulty and agree on a solution. 

The * free system ° is a striking illustration of a problem of this nature. 
With costs rising in almost every direction, it is quite natural that no 
Council to-day will be willing lightly to forego subscription revenue. 
As, in addition, many Councils contain one or two ultra-conservative 
members who take pleasure in saying that ‘ their grandfathers paid for 
their own books and education and too many people to-day want some- 
thing for nothing and it is all wrong. . . ° it will be seen that the difficulties 
to be got over are by no means imaginary. It can, of course, be pointed 
out to the ultra-conservative that their grandparents were not able to go 
very far from home without first paying toll fees for the right to travel 
certain roads, which are now free, but that argument, though discon- 
certing, may not take the matter far enough. 

The better approach is to convince the more progressive minded 
members that the free system is the best means of avoiding both 
extravagance and waste. At first sight this statement may seem startling, 
but a little figuring and thought will prove it true. When the establishment 
of a library is undertaken, heavy expenditure is made on books and 
buildings. This expense is justified only if books are read, for well-stocked 
shelves alone can never make a library. By going * free "—that is, by 
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charging the whole cost of normal reader service against the rates, instead 
of say eighty per cent. to rates and the remaining twenty per cent. as 
reading fees, as in most subscription libraries—the number of enrolled 
readers and the circulation of books will both increase so greatly as 
materially to reduce the two cost figures which tell most about efficiency, 
These are ‘cost per book read’ and ‘cost per reader’. Unless these 
two figures are low, it is quite obvious that the community as a whole 
is not getting true value for the heavy capital sunk in its buildings and 
book stocks or for its expenditure on salaries. (Actually, of course, 
adoption of the * free’ system does not usually involve payment of ai/ 
library costs out of rates. It is not the purpose of this article, however, 
to discuss such systems as * pay duplicate’ or the making of charges 
for lending service to residents of outside districts. 


CO-OPERATION WITH THE STAFF 


In studying these various questions, John Doe may be assured that 
he will find the staff of his library co-operative. If he is wise, he will not 
want to meddle in such matters as the routine choice of books, except to 
the extent that here also a point of major policy can be involved. Should 
or should not a public library cater for the needs of those whose only 
desire is for recreational reading of the very light escapist form? Opinions 
on this issue differ. In my view, the function of a public library is to 
provide reading matter under two broad headings, educational and 
literary. If a book has merit under either of these headings, it should 
be purchased if the funds and space available permit. If it has not, its 
acquisition will deplete funds which should be better spent. The adoption 
of this rule will not of course exclude works of fiction as such, or even 
westerns or detective fiction, but will rule out the poorer types of every 
class of book. Nor does it seek to condemn the readers of these poorer 
types, any more than it does the patrons of the cruder productions of 
Hollywood. The point is that money provided by the ratepayers can be 
better spent than in the provision of mere amusement, and the seeker 
after purely recreational books may well be told that he should obtain 
these from a commercial book club. 

Members of Library Committees should face up to issues of this sort 
and have opinions. They should look into questions of staff salaries and 
hours. Are the conditions of employment offered such as will attract, 
and hold, the qualified and able? Here again John Doe should make 
himself familiar with the problem. 

Summing the matter up, there should be trust and confidence between 
the staff (represented, in general, by the Chief Librarian) and the 
committee. This is a first essential of successful service. Once the members 
of a staff discover that their reasonable requests are met fairly and 
without quibbling, and that suggestions for improving the library service 
tind sympathy and understanding, the foundation is well laid. Likewise, 
John Doe need never hesitate to mention any thoughts he has for better 
service. He will find that they will fall on fertile ground. He will do well, 
if he is able, to attend NZLA conferences. Such attendance will do much 
to help him to see New Zealand’s problems as a whole so far as these 
relate to libraries. Exchanges of staff with institutions overseas can 
sometimes be most fruitful, and so can activities designed to make known 
to citizens the facilities that a good library can offer. Recorded music, 
mobile services, special children’s collections, hospital service, all are 


106 





instead 
ent. as 
nrolled 
atly as 
iciency, 
IS these 
i whole 
1s and 
course, 
t of all 
owever, 
charges 


ed that 
will not 
<Cept to 
Should 
se Only 
Pinions 
ry is to 
ial and 
should 
not, its 
doption 
or even 
of every 
| poorer 
tions of 
can be 
> seeker 
| obtain 


his sort 
ries and 
attract, 
d make 


between 
ind the 
nembers 
rly and 
' service 
ikewise, 
yr better 
do well, 
lo much 
as these 
eas can 
» known 
| music, 
all are 


worth investigation. So are such questions as the holding of * book 
weeks ’, special displays, and other means of letting people know how 
much their library can give them. 

Above all, it is to be remembered that a committee which is live and 
sympathetic and which knows its job will, quite unknowingly, bring out 
the best in members of its staff and, trom its very: attitude, encourage 
them to make suggestions for still better service. Much will depend, 
of course, upon the chairman, but the chairman, in his turn, cannot go 
far unless he gets support from his committee. 

As has been indicated earlier, the Chief Librarian should be prepared 
to act as friend and (tactfully, of course) as the instructor of committee 
members. They, in their turn, must act as missionaries to the Council 
as a whole, and to the public. Good team work from each and all, and 
that alone, will build a service from which every citizen will benefit. 

This article is based mainly on experience gained as a member of 
a city council, and illustrations have been used accordingly. In the main, 
however, problems of the smaller libraries, and of the committees which 
control them, are similar in kind, at least. It is my hope, therefore, that 
what has been written will also prove of interest to those responsible for 
maintaining -those smaller libraries which, because of the isolation of so 
many of New Zealand’s people, serve even more pressing needs than the 
larger institutions in the main centres of our population. 


NZLA COUNCIL 


NOTES ON MEETINGS HELD DURING CONFERENCE WEEK 


1. MEETING OF 16TH MAY, 1950 


Present: C. W. Collins (in the chair), G. T. Alley, J. Barr, A. K. Elliot, 
E. A. Evans, M. S. Fleming, E. M. Gilmer, J. W. Kealy, H. G. Miller, 
C. S. Perry, T. K. S. Sidey, E. F. Turner, W. S. Wauchop, the Secretary 
and the Hon Editor. 


Mr J. W. Kealy. On behalf of the Council, the President congratulated 
Mr Kealy on his appointment as a Stipendiary Magistrate. Mr Kealy 
in reply stated that, although he would no longer be attending conferences 
as a delegate of the Auckland City Council, he would retain his interest 
in the Association and would like to become a personal member. 


National Film Library. After a report from the Audio Visual committee 
had been received, it was resolved that the attention of the Hon Minister 
of Education be drawn to the difficult position of users of the National 
Film Library, and to the difficulties which film users have to face through 
the rationed use of film. 

Fiction Committee. No written report was received from the Fiction 
Committee, but it was noted that the Committee was responsible for 


the compilation of the monthly fiction list appearing in New Zealand 
Libraries. 


Library Legislation Committee. Mr Perry reported that the Legislation 
Committee had checked the wording of remits and notices of motion 
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submitted to Council for discussion at the 1950 conference and had 
reported on them in accordance with Rule 34(iv.). The report was received 
and the convener thanked. 


Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications Committee. No 
written report was received from the committee, but it was noted that 
the NZLA scale of recommended salaries for librarians in public libraries 
had been printed in the April, 1950, issue of New Zealand Libraries. 


Nominations Committee. The President reported that he had acted 
with the Hon Secretary and Immediate Past President in arranging 
nominations for the election of eight ordinary Councillors in December, 
and that he had written to the Rt Hon P. Fraser asking him to accept 
nomination for another term as Patron of the Association and that 
Mr Fraser had consented. The report was received. 


Committees not Reporting. No reports, other than those which had 
appeared in the Annual Report of ‘the Council, were received from the 
Committee for Revising the Case for Free Library Service, the Library 
Buildings Committee, or the sub-committee on the provision of sets 
of plays by public libraries. 

Irregular Postal Deliveries. \t was resolved that a letter be sent to 
the Director General of the Post Office, reporting delays in the delivery 
of New Zealand and overseas newspapers and other second-class material, 
and inquiring whether any improvement could be effected both in New 
Zealand and internationally. 

Guide to New Zealand Reference Material. The Secretary reported 
that the second edition of the Guide to New Zealand Reference Material 
was now being printed, after a long delay in the correction of proofs. 
The report was received. 


2. MEETING OF 19TH MAY, 1950 


Present: T. K. S. Sidey (in the chair), G. T. Alley, H. W. B. Bacon, 
J. Barr, N. Bateson, C. W. Collins, A. K. Elliot, E. A. Evans, M. S. 
Fleming, E. M. Gilmer, N. Gordon, J. W. Kealy, H. G. Miller, C. S. 
Perry, F. A. Sandall, C. R. H. Taylor, W. S. Wauchop, the Secretary 
and the Hon Editor. 


Estate Duty. Mr Perry reported that he had received a letter from 
Mr Bowden, stating that it would not be possible to make any general 
exemption from estate duty of literary material bequeathed to public 
libraries, but that the Government would consider exemption in special 
cases of bequests of national importance. It was resolved that the 
Association approach the Minister, asking if the Reed Dumas material 
could be considered by him as a case for special exemption. 

Future Finances of the Association. Consideration was given to a 
report dated 12th April from the Committee on the Future Finances 
ot the Association. It was resolved that the statement of proposed increased 
subscriptions for institutional members, contained in it, be approved, 
and, subject to to like approval by the executive of the Local Authorities 
Section, be submitted to institutional members with an explanatory 
statement. It was resolved that a Finance Committee be set up with 
the appointment of other committees, and that the report of the previous 
committee be referred to it. 
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Proceedings. It was resolved that the selling price of conference 
Proceedings be increased to 7s. 6d., and that the number of copies printed 
be reduced to 250, subject to review by the Standing Executive Committee 
if necessary; and that steps be taken to draw the attention of librarians 
to the desirability of ensuring that members of library authorities receive 
copies. 

Guide to New Zealand Reference Material. \t was resolved that 750 
copies of the Guide to New Zealand Reference Material be prinied, 
including 100 interleaved copies, and that the Standing Executive Com- 
mittee be authorized to decide the selling price and to arrange for 
additional copies to be printed if sufficient orders were received. 

New Zealand Official Publications. It was resolved that the question 
of compiling a definitive list of author and title headings for New Zealand 
official publications be referred to the Committee on New Zealand 
Geographical Headings. (Recommendation from Cataloguing Seminar.) 

Co-operation with PTA. \t was resolved that the national and local 
Federations of Parent Teachers Associations be approached with a view 
to co-operation with children’s librarians, especially in making children’s 
literature of a good standard better known. (Recommendation from 
Children’s Librarians Seminar.) 

USDA Bulletins. Consideration was given to a recommendation from 
the Technical and Scientific Librarians Seminar that the Association 
support efforts of libraries to build up a complete set of the US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture Bulletins. It was resolved that the Council support 
the project and refer the matter to the Book Resources Committee, and 
inform the librarians of Massey Agricultural College and the Department 
of Agriculture of the action taken. 

Survey of Specialization in New Zealand Libraries. Consideration was 
given to a recommendation from the Technical and Scientific Librarians 
Seminar that there is strong need for completing the survey of specializa- 
tion in New Zealand libraries so that some policy can be formulated. 
The matter was referred to the Book Resources Committee for action. 

Scientific and Technical Librarians Seminar. \t was decided to refer 
to the programme committee the recommendation that the Scientific 
and Technical Librarians Seminar be repeated at the next conference. 

Discarding of Duplicate Material. A recommendation from the 
Technical and Scientific Librarians Seminar, that steps be taken to ensure 
that no duplicate material be discarded from libraries until other libraries 
(more particularly those in the same subject field) had been circularized, 
was referred to the Book Resources Committee. 

Preservation of Local Historical Documents. A recommendation from 
the Archives Seminar, that arrangements be made for a discussion on the 
preservation of local historical documents at the next annual conference, 
was referred to the programme committee. 

Payment of Conference Expenses. \t was resolved that a letter be sent 
to the Hon Minister of Internal Affairs urging an amendment to the law 
relating to expenses of representatives sent by local bodies to meetings 
and conferences of national, regional or district organizations, in accord- 
ance with the following recommendation from the Local Authorities 
Section: That it be a recommendation to Council that the Hon Minister 
of Internal Affairs be advised that the New Zealand Library Association 
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strongly supports the action already taken by the Municipal Association 
in urging an amendment to the law relating to expenses of representatives 
sent by local bodies to meetings and conferences of national, regional or 
district organizations by extending the provisions of Section 103 of the 
Municipal Corporations Act 1933 and the Regulations thereunder so as 
to make it possible for payment to be made from the District Fund otherwise 
than from the Unauthorized Expenditure Account, and also so as to cover 
the case of those non-elective members of committees of borough councils 
who are appointed under Section 48(2) of the Act, where these are 
proceeding to meetings or conferences dealing with matters governed by 
the particular committees on which they act. 

Proposed Librarians and Assistants Section. A resolution passed by 
the conference favouring the establishment of a section of the Association, 
to be called the Librarians and Assistants Section, was noted, and it was 
resolved that the Secretary be asked to get in touch with the committee 
set up by the conference to arrange its first meeting or arrange a convener. 

Library School. Consideration was given to the resolution passed by 
conference, that it be a recommendation to Council to investigate fully 
the desirability and practicability of the Library School being attached 
to the University of New Zealand. It was resolved that the matter stand 
adjourned until the next meeting of this Council. 

Nominations Committee. It was resolved that, in accordance with 
the recommendation from conference, thé Nominations Committee be 
asked that, in making nominations for Council, due regard be had to 
the claims for representation of public libraries. 

Centennial Atlas. Consideration was given to a resolution passed by 
conference: That this conference notes with regret the delay in the 
publication of the Centennial Atlas and recommends Council to urge 
upon the Government the desirability of the early publication of this 
essential reference work. It was resolved that a letter be sent to the 
Government, pointing out the desirability of continuing with the project 
of publishing the Atlas. 

National Archives. \t was resolved that the President approach the 
Government to urge the necessity for introducing legislation to place the 
National Archives on a sound foundation. (Recommendation from the 
Archives Seminar.) 

Representation of Minorities on Council. It was noted that no action 
need be taken by Council beyond ensuring that the committee set up 
in February, 1950, to consider the question either of co-option to the 
Council or other suitable method of ensuring representation to groups 
unrepresented from time to time, be asked to submit a report in time 
for a notice of motion to be approved by the Council for submission 
to the 1951 annual meeting. It was resolved that the membership of the 
committee be changed to consist of Mr Perry (convener), Miss Fleming 
and Mr Collins, with the President and the Hon Secretary ex officio. 

Register of Qualified Librarians. On the motion of Mr Alley, seconded 
by Mr Perry, it was resolved that the Standing Executive Committee 
investigate the possibilities of drawing up a register of qualified librarians 
and report to the next meeting of Council, and that the Salaries Com- 
mittee be advised that Who’s Who in New Zealand Libraries 1949 would, 
when published, be the first step towards the compilation of such a 
register. (Recommendation from the Salaries Committee.) 
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Union Awards and Librarians’ Salaries. Consideration was given to 
a recommendation from the Salaries Committee that those local body 
unions which cover librarians be approached in an effort to obtain 
standardization in the recognition given to library qualifications. On the 
motion of Mr Kealy, seconded by Miss Fleming, it was resolved that 
a circular be sent to all institutional members of the Association, drawing 
their attention to the Association’s approved salary scale, and also to 
the discrepancies which exist in regard to financial recognition by 
employing bodies of the holding by members of their staffs of diplomas 
and certificates recognized by the Association; that such members be 
informed that, in the opinion of the Association, the granting of such 
financial recognition on a reasonably generous scale will play a definite 
and important part in improving efficiency and raising standards of library 
service in New Zealand. It was decided also to ask the convener of the 
Salaries Committee to prepare a table of present practice in this matter 
for publication in New Zealand Libraries. (Miss Elliot, Mrs Gilmer and 
Mr Perry did not take part in the discussion, and asked to have this 
recorded.) 

Place and Date of Next Council Meeting. Mr Barr stated that, in 
view of staff changes, the proposed arrangements for the Auckland 
Library Week had been cut down considerably, and he had therefore 
regretfully to withdraw the invitation to Council to hold its next meeting 
in Auckland in September. Mr Barr was thanked for his original 
invitation, and it was resolved that the matter of arranging the date 
and place of the next Council meeting be left to the Standing Executive 
Committee to decide in consultation with the President. 

Place and Date of Next Conference. The President reported that an 
invitation to hold the 1951 conference in Palmerston North had been 
received from the Mayor of that city. It was resolved that the invitation 
be accepted, and it was agreed that the conference be held in May. 

Judges for Esther Glen Award. \t was resolved that Mrs Sage, Mr 
Scott and Mrs White be asked to accept reappointment. 


REPORTS ADOPTED BY 
COUNCIL 


LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE 


THE Training Committee met in Wellington on Monday, |S5th May, 1950. 
GENERAL TRAINING COURSE 
1. Reports on Course 8 (Part Il) and Course 9 (Part 1) were received. 
2. Course 10, Part I: Thirty-eight applicants were admitted under 


the new syllabus. Seven of these students, who were under 18 years of 


age on Ist January, 1950, were admitted by the committee after full 
consideration. 


3. Reading Record. The Supervisor ot the Reading Record reported 
that there are some students who do not seem to be able to reach the 
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necessary standard even after repeated attempts. The committee agreed 
that, if the Supervisor of the Reading Record considered that a student 
would not be likely to succeed in fulfilling the requirements of the Board, 
the Training Committee would concur in his writing to that effect to 
the student, provided (a) that the student would have the right of appeal, 
and (4) that the student could continue to submit further work. 

4. Students who have qualified for the Certificate during the period 
September, 1949, to May, 1950, are: B. K. Guy, K. Laverty, B. H. 
Hamilton, S. F. Paul and B. N. Krebs. 

5. The committee recommends that the following additions be made 
to the panel of tutors and examiners: Mr A. E. Mercer (tutor and examiner 
in The Book course), Miss E. J. Robinson (tutor in Cataloguing and 
Classification). Council approved. 


CONFERENCE REMIT 


The committee considered the remit on the order paper for conference: 
* That the Association investigate fully the practicability of the Library 
School being attached to the University ot New Zealand.’ The committee 
reports that it is aware that this has been a goal desired by many and 
that it is also aware that there are both advantages and disadvantages 
in such an action. 

It recommends that steps be taken to have the words * desirability 
and’ inserted as an amendment after the words ‘fully the’. (Council 
acted on this recommendation.) The convener of the Training Committee 
and the Director of the Library School reported on a discussion with 
the Vice Chancellor of the University of New Zealand on this subject. 


FEES 


Mr Collins raised the question of the amount of students’ fees, and 
the committee agreed that further consideration should be given to this. 


BOOK RESOURCES COMMITTEE 


THE committee met in Wellington on 15th May, 1950, and submits the 
following report and recommendations: 


Union List of Serials. \t was reported that typing of the Union List 
of Serials for final revision by libraries had begun. Sets were being 
circulated to libraries, and as soon as a reasonable number of corrected 
sheets were available the question of printing would be taken up with 
the Government Printer. 

Union Catalogue. In the use of the CCNY equipment for completing 
the Union Catalogue photographically it was reported that filming of 
the Central Library Reference Catalogue of the Wellington Public 
Libraries and the Victoria College Catalogue had been completed. As 
soon as an operator was appointed, Auckland, Dunedin and Christchurch 
catalogues would be done in that order. 

Microfilming of New Zealand newspapers. The committee noted with 
interest the plans of the General Assembly Library to microfilm news- 
papers in the near future. The desirability of as many New Zealand 
newspapers as possible being on microfilm was agreed with, and it was 
thought that the NZLA camera might be used to photograph certain 
newspaper files not in Wellington. 
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Indexing of New Zealand newspapers. Satisfaction was expressed at 
the action of the General Assembly Library in undertaking the indexing 
of the Evening Post to give complete coverage of New Zealand news. 

Index to New Zealand Periodicals. The committee considered a report 
on the production costs and sales of the Index to New Zealand Periodicals. 
The committee recommends to Council that (1) the subscription rate 
of the Index be raised from 20s. to 30s. per annum as from the 1949 
issue, and (2) that Council authorize the expenditure of up to £10 in the 
wider advertising of the Jndex by means of a prospectus with possible 
advertising in certain library periodicals. 


INDEX TO NEW ZEALAND PERIODICALS 


FOLLOWING are extracts from a report on the Index to New Zealand 
periodicals, considered by the Book Resources Committee and referred to 
in its report printed above: 

The cost of the 140-page 1948 Index was £213, of which the Association 
has recovered certainly no more than £100. Sales for the 1947 Index are 
about the same, and slightly less for the typed cumulation. 

The 1948 Index contained 6,792 entries. An estimate of the number 
of entries in the 1949 Index, on which editing is practically complete, 
is 11,000*, the cost of which on the same basis as last year is £350. 

The number of titles added is as follows: Agronomy Review, Here and 
Now, History and Bibliography, Journal of Political Science, Modern 
Manufacturing, New Zealand Design Review, New Zealand Grasslands 
Association Proceedings, New Zealand Manufacturer, New Zealand 
Numismatic Journal, New Zealand Surveyor, Post Primary School Bulletins, 
Ruakura Farmers’ Conference Week Proceedings, Rural Education 
Bulletin, Sixth Science Congress Proceedings. The increase in number 
of entries is explained by the above fourteen titles, plus a slight increase 
in size of some others. 

COMMENTS 

Apart from a core of important periodicals, many now covered 
could be done selectively, e.g. Board and Council, New Zealand Commerce, 
New Zealand Economist and Taxpayer ; one or two purely technical ones, 
such as Radio and Electronics, could be eliminated altogether. NLS 
experience has shown that the most valuable type of entry is the agricul- 
tural, geographical or scientific one. 

It is of course difficult to say from a long-term point of view what 
may be useful, and it has always been said that the value of the index 
will be enhanced as the file builds up. However, some saving on the 
above lines could be effected. : 

It is desirable to keep on printing if at all possible. It would not be 
worth while resetting a five-year cumulation, which would be far too big 
to type, but from five printed volumes the entries could be guillotined 
and reassembled, using the card file as a master for reproduction by 
photo-offset. 


*Careful weeding of the index, in accordance with a recommendation of the 
Book Resources Committee, of entries thought to be of marginal use, has 
effected a reduction in size to little more than last year. However, provisional 
printing quotations received indicate that the increased cost of production 
of the index would inevitably have necessitated a review of the previous 
subscription rate. 
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NZLA OFFICERS AND 
COMMITTEES 1950-51 


Patron: Rt Hon P. Fraser 

President: T. K. S. Sidey 

Immediate Past President: C. W. Collins 

Vice-Presidents: H. W. B. Bacon, J. Barr, A. K. Elliot, E. M. Gilmer, 
J. W. Kealy. 

Councillors: N. Bateson, E. A. Evans, N. Gordon, H. G. Miller, C. S. 
Perry, F. A. Sandall, C. R. H. Taylor, W. S. Wauchop. 

Hon Secretary-Treasurer: G. T. Alley. 

Hon Assistant Secretary-Treasurer: M. S. Fleming. 

Hon Editor: W. J. McEldowney. 

Hon Auditor: B. O. Peterson. 

Hon Counsel: M. J. Earle. 

Hon Solicitor: M. J. Earle. 


COMMITTEES 


The following committees were appointed by Council at its meeting 
of 19th May, 1950: 


Audio Visual Committee. To consider the question of visual and 
audio-visual media generally in New Zealand libraries. Its work will 
include all matters set out on document no. 1948/13. 

C. S. Perry (convener), G. Anderson (Supervisor, National Film 
Library), M. S. Fleming, B. G. Hood, I. K. MacGregor and 
H. O. Roth. 


Bulletin Committee. To assist the Hon Editor in the collection and 
preparation of material for New Zealand Libraries and the Proceedings, 
and to advise the Hon Editor on matters of policy connected with these 
publications; to consider other matters concerning Association publi- 
cations which may be referred to it from time to time. 

W. J. McEldowney (convener), A. G. Bagnall, I. K. MacGregor, 
J. P. Sage, I. R. Smithells and J. E. D. Stringleman. 


Committee on New Zealand Geographical Headings. (a) To draw 
up a guide list to New Zealand geographical headings; (5) to consult 
from time to time on problems submitted to it; (c) to consult with the 
Branches of the Association for assistance in local headings. 

E. A. Evans (convener), A. G. Bagnall, M. E. Bradley, G. M. K. 
Terry and J. O. Wilson. 


Fiction Committee. To consider bibliographical work in the field of 
fiction and recommend such action as it deems necessary to Council 
from time to time. 

J. R. Cole (convener), D. E. Lyon, M. B. Malthus, R. N. O'Reilly, 
G. E. E. Stevens and J. S. Wright. 
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Finance Committee. To watch all matters of the Association's finances 
and keep Council advised. 


C. S. Perry (convener), H. W. B. Bacon, C. W. Collins, the 
President, Hon Secretary and Hon Assistant Secretary. 


Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications Committee. To 
consider matters of librarians’ salaries, conditions and qualifications and 
recommend suitable action to Council. 


H. O. Roth (convener), R. Duthie, G. W. Turner, J. Williams 
and D. M. Wylie. 
Library Buildings Committee. To investigate the possibilities of 
improvements in the planning and design of small library buildings. 
A. P. Taylor (convener), G. B. Bertram, C. W. Collins, B. G. 
Hood and A. E. Mercer. 


Library Legislation Standing Committee. To consider all matters 
relating to library legislation and to statutory powers and rules of the 


_ Association. 


C. S. Perry (convener), N. H. Buchanan, T. D. H. Hall, J. W. 
Kealy, G. C. Petersen and E. F. Rothwell. 


Library Training Committee. To consider the question of library 
training, the administration of the General Training Course and the 
representation of the Association in the selection of students for the 
Library School. 


G. T. Alley (convener), J. Barr, N. Bateson, C. W. Collins, E. A. 
Evans, A. H. Fache, M. S. Fleming, D. E. Lyon and C. S. Perry. 


New Zealand Book Resources Committee. To strengthen, co ordinate 
and exploit the book resources of the Dominion. Its work will include 
all matters connected with book purchases by libraries, inter-library 
loans, accessibility of books to readers, and the compilation of union 
catalogues. 

G. T. Alley (convener), A. G. Bagnall (secretary), J. Barr, C. W. 
Collins, A. G. W. Dunningham, A. K. Elliot, H. G. Miller, C. S. 
Perry, F. H. Rogers, F. A. Sandall and W. S. Wauchop. 


_ Nominations Committee. To ensure the nomination of a sufficiency 
of suitable candidates for the various offices of the Association and for 
ordinary members of the Council. 


The President, the Immediate Past President and the Hon Secretary. 


Standing Executive Committee. To consist of all Wellington members 
of the Council and any other members of the Council who may be in 
Wellington when a meeting is held. The activities of the Standing 
Executive Committee shall be confined to business which cannot be 
attended to by the Hon Secretary and cannot be deferred for a full Council 
meeting. The Committee shall not express advance opinions officially 
on general matters. 


The President and Hon Secretary are ex officio members of all 
committees. 
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CATALOGUING AND 
CLASSIFICATION 


Report on the May, 1950, Examination 
MARY S. FLEMING AND ENID A. EVANS 


Tue standard of work presented in the May examination was uniformly 
low, and we think that some comment from the examiners may help 
those who failed to understand why they did so; we hope also that our 
remarks may be helpful to future students. 

Of the twenty-four students who sat the examination, eight passed. 
Of these eight, not one was above average. The paper that was set should 
have presented few difficulties to anyone who had worked through the 
course, but, in most cases, lack of understanding of fundamental principles 
was evident. 

One of the worst features of the work done was the large number of 
careless mistakes in spelling, punctuation, and transcription of Dewey 
numbers. Errors such as the following are quite unpardonable: Olaf for 
Olof, Meeks for Meek, ornitholy for ornithology, quarterley, Hawaiin, 
Andersen for Anderson, quaternay, quaternary, phanerograms for 
phanerogams, reminisences, edpedition, espedition. There was even 
frequent inaccuracy in the statement on the card of the tools which had 
been used, e.g., Munro for Monro, Cataloguing for Cataloging. Every 
cataloguer should take to heart the words of L. Stanley Jast, who says 
that ‘to put a semi-colon when the code requires a colon: to add 
extraneous marks to a class symbol: to change or mis-spell a word in 
a title: to do anything whatever except exactly what the code permits: 
this in a cataloguer is arson, high treason, burglary, everything that is 
illegal or wicked.” W. W. Bishop says, “Accuracy [in a cataloguer] . . . 
is the sine qua non of success.’ 

Most students seemed to regard punctuation as a minor matter and 
inserted commas, full stops or dashes quite impartially. Remember that 
in subject headings the use of a comma or dash may alter the place where 
a card is filed in the catalogue. Carelessness was shown in most papers, 
and it should be understood that it can be responsible for the loss of 
many marks. Inaccuracy in a library’s catalogue can seriously impair 
the library’s efficiency. 

References caused some trouble. Some made none, others made too 
many. See also references can be overdone, and should not be made 
unless they have some bearing on the work in question. References 
should not be made from the specific to the general, but only from the 
general to the specific; nor should references be made to a heading not 
used. One student made references the wrong way round, e.g. BIRDS 
see ORNITHOLOGY, when the Subject Headings clearly said ORNITHOLOGY 
see BIRDS. 


This report, dated 16th May, 1950, on the May examination in Cataloguing 
and Classification (General Training Course, Part I1), is written by the examiners. 
Miss Fleming is Senior Lecturer at the Library School and Miss Evans is 
Librarian, Auckland Institute and Museum. 
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Subject subdivisions were made without a proper understanding 
of the extent to which they are possible, e.g., Birps—AUSTRALIA— 
PERIODICALS, and BirDS—SOcIETIES—PERIODICALS. There should have 
been two headings: BirpDS—AUSTRALIA and BiIRDS—PERIODICALS. 

Classification on the whole was fair, but lack of knowledge of 
‘ building * numbers was evident, and * building ’ was done far too freely. 
Dewey’s instructions should be carefully read. 


Following are some comments on individual questions: 
QuESTION 1. Selling, Olof H. Studies in Hawaiian pollen statistics. 


This evidently gave considerable trouble. Only one student gave the 
collation correctly. The * three parts ° caused some puzzlement, although 
it was quite clear that this meant ‘ three volumes *. The dates were stated 
clearly (1946, 1947, 1948), yet only three students gave them correctly 
as 1946-48. Others gave 194-, 194 , 19487, c.1948, 1949? and even n.d. 
In no case was the series entry absolutely correct. The classification was 
admittedly difficult, but the addition of 69, 9969 or 09969 (for Hawaii) 
to 581.16622 was an elementary error. Subject headings also were perhaps 
not easy to choose, but HAwai—Botany, for BoTany—Hawall, was 
also an elementary error. 


QUESTION 2. The Emu. 


Few gave correct indention, and no entry was completely correct. 
Some omitted to give commencing date, others to give the date and volume 
number of holdings. One gave main entry under Royal Australasian 
ornithologists union, 1901, a bad error for an item which is so obviously 
a title entry. Another, entering the union wrongly under Victoria, gave 
Victoria, Australasia. The most correct classification was 598.2993, 
although 598.205 and 598.2994 were accepted. Dewey’s instructions are, 


* 598.29, divide geographically like 930-999," but this became 598.293 or 
598.299305 in some of the papers. 


QUESTION 3. Meek, C. K. Land law and custom in the colonies. 


The geographic subdivision here caused considerable trouble. LAND 
TENURE was in most cases given correctly, but then efforts were made 
to find a geographic subdivision. As there is none for the British colonies, 
the general heading only should have been used. One heading appeared as 
Great BRITAIN—COLONIES—LAND TENURE, for which there was no 
excuse, as the Subject Headings clearly indicate that LAND TENURE can 
be subdivided by country, but cannot be a subhead. The use of 2nd, 
2nd., second, for 2d, appeared frequently. 


QUESTIONS 4 AND 5 


Both these questions on the classified catalogue were done badly, 
and the work showed even less comprehension than in the previous 
three questions. 

Very few realized the necessity for making the index cards under 
author and title, and, in the case of question 5, also under the joint 
author, although usually they were given correctly in the tracings. 
Analytics were generally fairly correct, although some gave the same 
number for the analytic as the one at which the book was classified. 
Others gave subject headings as tracings, and see also references in the 
subject index. 
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In question 4 (Laseron, C. F. South with Mawson) the classification 
was generally correct, and some gave an analytic for 508.3. None gave 
it correctly as 508.99. 

Question 5 (Norman, J. R., and Fraser, F. C. Giant fishes, whales 
and dolphins) was a very easy one, so easy that students probably suspected 
a trap. Unnecessary subject index cards were made for obscure and 
unlikely subjects. 


Only a few of the errors that were made have been mentioned, but 
they will give students some idea how they lost their marks. 


BOOK CENSORSHIP IN THE 
AIR 


A RECOMMENDATION by the Dunedin Branch of the Associated Booksellers 
of New Zealand caused a certain amount of fluttering in newspaper 
offices recently. It was that the Government should act on the report 
of the NZLA C ensorship Committee convened by Dr G. H. Scholefield 
in 1946, printed in New Zealand Libraries 9:189-91 N °46. The recom- 
mendations of this committee were: 


That if the prohibition of any publication is contemplated the 
matter should be referred to an advisory board of three members 
who should be free of political or commercial interest and chosen 


for their intelligence, integrity and impartiality. 
That appeals against the decisions of such board should be heard 
by an appeal censor, who should be a legal person of high standing. 
That decisions of the censors should be communicated forthwith 


to the NZLA (or the principal librarians) and the NZ Booksellers 
Association. 


That the NZ Censorship Board should co-operate closely with 
similar authorities in the British Dominions and the United States 


with a view to obtaining early information and advance copies of 
doubtful publications. 


That there should be no prosecution in respect of a publication 
which has been passed by the Censorship Board. 


The Otago Daily Times printed on 20th April a report of interviews 
with several people interested in the subject. Mr D. O. W. Hall, director 
of adult education for the University of Otago, said that the existing 
safeguards of law in relation to indecent or objectionable publications 
were sufficient without it being necessary to impose a direct censorship. 
He thought the liability of prosecution under the present law was a 
sufficient censoring influence. Principal A. L. Haddon, principal of the 
Church of Christ College in Dunedin, said he thought that the standard 
of education and morality in Néw Zealand was such that the majority 
of people could safely be left to select their own reading . . . What 
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prohibiting was necessary obviously ought to be on the recommendation 
of a committee qualified to express an opinion on the literary merits 
of a publication. Mr A. G. W. Dunningham, of DP, drew attention to 
the NZLA report. 


The Auckland Star, in a leading article entitled * Book Censorship 
Methods in N.Z.’, published on 29th April, took the Minister of Customs 
to task over the activities of the Customs Department in this matter, 
but expressed doubts about the recommendations of the NZLA committee. 
‘In the first place,’ it wrote, ‘ is any committee likely to be found whose 
knowledge is so profound, whose judgement is so good, and whose 
political, religious and moral views are so perfectly detached and un- 
prejudiced that other citizens can and should trust them to say yea or 
nay as to the books they are to be allowed to read? It is true that a case 
can be made out for the suppression of books that are obscene, 
blasphemous and libellous; but the ordinary civil and criminal law takes 
care of these, and it if is not broad enough to do so it should be amended 
until it is satisfactory. The Courts, then, and not a Government 
Committee, would try the matter in issue, acting upon proper evidence 
in public by witnesses who could be tested by cross-examination. A 
committee would not sit in public; no one would know upon what 
evidence, or upon whose recommendations, it came to its decisions. 
Secret official tribunals ought not to exist in this country, and no 
committee sitting behind closed doors and acting upon evidence and 
(worse still) recommendations the nature of which will never be disclosed, 
ought to be able to say “* This book does not necessarily infringe the law; 
but we prohibit its importation or sale for reasons which we will not 
disclose.” ” 


The New Zealand Observer, on 19th April, said, ‘An extraordinarily 
paradoxical reply was given recently by the Minister of Customs (Mr 
C. M. Bowden) to a New Plymouth resident who complained to him 
of the present system of book censorship in New Zealand, under which 
Customs clerks decide whether or not a book may be admitted for sale. 
“No functions of censorship,” answered the Minister, “ are exercised 
by officers of Customs.’’ He added, however, that indecent documents 
cannot be imported, and that no licenses are granted for “ subversive 
publications” or those which “ give prominence to sex, obscenity, 
horror, terror, cruelty or crime.’”” Mr Bowden then said: * It is the duty 
of officers of the Customs Department, in dealing with importations of 
books and other publications, to ensure that the law is complied with.” 

‘This ** No-Yes” attitude would leave John Bunyan’s Mr Facing 
Both Ways aghast. On the one hand, the Minister expressly states that 
“no functions of censorship are exercised by Customs officers”; on 
the other, he clearly shows that they are. Such nonsensical double-talk 
is, indeed, a plain indication that Mr Bowden does not understand what 
he is discussing . . . If Customs clerks are not the sole arbiters of what 
New Zealanders may or may not read, who has been awarded this 
distinguished honour? Who, in short, has become the censor? * 


The Observer goes on to remark, * Unless Mr Bowden has secretly 
altered the system, Customs clerks must decide—which they are no more 
competent to do than postmen, stockbrokers, commercial travellers, or 
waterside workers.” 
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REVIEWS 


THE LIBRARIES OF LONDON 


Irwin, Raymond, ed. The libraries of London. London, Library Association, 
1949. 13s. 6d. 


THESE lectures, published by the Library Association, were given at the 
University of London School of Librarianship in April, 1948. They are 
intended as a guide to the history, functions and aims of some of the 
more important libraries, or groups of libraries. 

The British Museum naturally comes first. There is adequate treatment 
of some of the libraries of natural history and the Science Museum 
Library. Then, between the library of the Victoria and Albert Museum 
and that of the Patent Office, comes the longest section of the book, 
on the Public Record Office, which, as Sir Hilary Jenkinson remarks, 
is not properly a library at all. However, it is the liveliest account in the 
book and worth reading in view of the current New Zealand interest 
in archives. 

Of the remaining chapters, some deal with a variety of institutions, 
including Government Departments, various law and medical libraries: 
others with special collections such as the library of the House of 
Commons and the British Library of Political and Economic Science. 
More interesting than some, because his account shows energy and 
a sense of direction, is the description of the Guildhall Library by 
Raymond Smith. | also recalled with interest the founding of the famous 
London Library, which, more than any other, owes its existence to the 
irritation of one man, Thomas Carlyle, at finding himself without sufficient 
books. The final lectures are given to the borough libraries and to the 
short but varied history of the National Central Library. 

The libraries of London could hardly be said to represent a national 
or economic division of printed knowledge, and their shortcomings in 
this respect are not much dealt with. The lectures in the main emphasize 
the history of the collections and the resources that are now available 
to students and borrowers. The mechanics of ordering, cataloguing and 
lending are mentioned in passing, if at all. In fact, the reader gets much 
the same view of each library that he would from a long visit and a talk 
to a responsible staff member. And for New Zealand librarians, I suppose, 
this, short of actually visiting them, is the most useful and interesting 
approach to London’s libraries that could be devised. 


J. P. SAGE 


SURVEYS OF LIBRARY WORK 


The year’s work in librarianship: v.12 (1939-1945) and v.13 (1946). London, 
Library association, 1949, 30s. and 21s. respectively. 

IN the preface to volume 13, quoting from that to an earlier volume in 

the series, the aim of the Year's Work is described as ‘ a running account 

of work done, quite distinct from, and complementary to, such excellent 

booklists as the Jnternationale Bibliographie des Buch- und Bibliotheks- 

wesens and Library Literature. The authors responsible for the chapters 
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on different fields of library work, under the editorship of Mr J. H. P. 
Pafford of the University of London, have different ideas on the 
achievement of this aim. 

Certainly, the decision between a briefly-padded list of references 
and a more extended critical review of a selection from these is hard to 
make, and in the circumstances of to-day the author's choice is weighted 
towards the former, easing not only his own time but also the editor’s 
space. However, in this respect volume 13 seems a considerable improve- 
ment in what I believe the aim implies; the indexing is too brief to make 
these volumes easy for reference, while for reading some assistance from 
the author is essential. | would hesitate to draw any moral from the fact 
that in volume 12 ‘ Library Buildings” gets 17 pages while * Historical 
Bibliography ’ and * Palaeography and Manuscripts” have 99. But the 
last example gives an unfair impression of the interest of the work; the 
range of reading covered is very great, and there are more hares to be 
trailed than one will ever find time for. One can only be stimulated by 
these volumes. 


N. H. BURTON 


NEWS AND NOTES 


NZLA PRESIDENT 


THE President for the year 1950-51 is Mr T. K. S. Sidey, who will bring 
to the office a combination of experience in local body work and know- 
ledge of the aims and achievements of an outstanding public library. 


As chairman of the Dunedin City Council’s library committee, he has 
taken an active interest in Association activities, being an ordinary 
member of Council in 1949-50. Members will see him in action at next 
year’s conference, but that will be at the end of his term; in the meantime, 
he has plenty of work to do in looking after the Association’s affairs. 


THE 1950 CONFERENCE 


CONFERENCE passed off quite well in the third week of May, with about 
200 members and delegates attending the main sessions. A feature this 
year was the increased use of seminar and section meetings to allow those 
with special interests to get away from the rest. On the Wednesday 
morning there were seminars for cataloguers, children’s librarians, 
librarians of small public libraries, technical and scientific. librarians, 
and those interested in the fate of the National Archives; four of them 
laboured and brought forth resolutions which were later satisfactorily 
disposed of by the conference meeting or by Council. In the afternoon 
of the same day, the Local Authorities, Schools, and University and 
Research Sections held their annual meetings. There was some difficulty 
over who should be able to speak at the Loca! Authorities session, but 
members may rest assured that local authority delegates were permitted 
to speak at any of the other meetings they showed any interest in. The 
presidential address will be printed in the Proceedings for all to read, 
and will be found to have contained much else besides the rather irrelevant 
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passages which were headlined by the daily press. Other memorable 
addresses were a very sympathetic (almost enthusiastic) one by Mr Algie 
at the official welcome, a masterpiece of the impromptu at the same 
meeting by the Patron (Mr Fraser), and a talk by Miss M. D. Tompkins 
on the American Public Library Inquiry. A display of equipment used 
in document-microphotography and other audio-visual equipment 
suffered slightly because it followed close on a party which had upset 
the audio-visual equipment of many of those who would otherwise have 
given it all their sober attention. The Wellington Branch handed out 
a souvenir booklet, Wellington 1950, of which copies are still available. 
For the rest, order your copy of the Proceedings now. 


GENERAL TRAINING COURSE 


THe following students have been awarded a pass in cataloguing and 
classification as a result of their written work throughout the course 
and the examination held on 3rd May, 1950 (an asterisk indicates com- 
pletion of the course and qualification for the NZLA Certificate): 
*M. M. Barker (Wellington), M. Beatson (Christchurch), M. Coxhead 
(Dunedin), A. B. Good (Wanganui), S. D. Guthrie (Christchurch), 
M. L. LeComte (Wellington), *J. McLaughlin (Christchurch), N. J. 
McNeilage (Auckland). 


COUNCIL TAKES TEA AT BELLAMY’S 


Memsers of the NZLA Council, together with some other officers of the 
Association, met the Minister of Education, the Hon R. M. Algie, and 
Mrs Algie, at afternoon tea on Thursday, 18th May. The function, which 
took place in Parliament Buildings, was not marred by over-much talking, 


but Mr Algie spoke appreciatively of the Association’s work and the 
President (Mr Collins) replied suitably. The Prime Minister, who joined 
the gathering for a few minutes, said that he approved of the NZLA, 
because it didn’t want any money from the Government (!). 


NZLA PUBLICATIONS INCREASE IN PRICE 


IN order to help to make the NZLA pound go further, Council has 
decided to raise the price of two Association publications. The Jndex to 
New Zealand Periodicals will sell at 30s. as from the 1949 issue, and the 
1950 conference Proceedings will cost 7s. 6d. A report from the Bulletin 
Committee revealed that only 104 copies of the 1949 Proceedings had 
been sold, 55 of them to two institutions. This is a pretty poor show, 
and we consider that members should (a) buy copies for themselves, and 
(b) have copies bought for local body delegates, so that they may have 
a record of what went on at conference. 


THE BOOK OF KELLS FOR AUCKLAND 


Tue Auckland Public Library is to buy one of 400 facsimile reproductions 
of the entire manuscript of the Book of Kells, to be published this year 
at a price of 1,550 Swiss francs, or about £130, a copy. Mr John Barr, 
Chief Librarian, is reported by the New Zealand Herald, 29th March, 
as saying that the Auckland Library had a responsibility to procure 
valuable and rare books as they appeared. The book would help to 
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supplement some of the rareties in the Grey and Shaw collections. The 
Auckland City Council has decided, as a matter of policy and as far as 
funds will allow, to place a limited amount on the Library Committee's 
estimates each year for obtaining books of literary and bibliographical 
value. 


LUNCH HOUR FILMS IN WELLINGTON 


Tue Library Film Group (WP) is continuing this year its most successful 
screenings of documentary films in the Lecture Hall of the Central Library. 
Conference visitors had a chance of seeing the first of this season's 
attractions, which was put on on Wednesday, 17th May. There are two 
screenings of each programme to accommodate those with different 
lunch hours; admission is free, but a voluntary collection is taken at 
the door. 


OTAGO UNIVERSITY LIBRARY HANDBOOKS 


Tue fifth of the series of handbooks to the Otago University Library 
has been issued by the library. The complete list is as follows: Education, 
Philosophy and Psychology, History, English, Dentistry, Economics (in 
preparation), Classics (in preparation). For a notice of the first four 
handbooks see New Zealand Libraries, April 1949, p.90. 


THE YEAR BOOK NOT WHAT IT WAS? 


THAT large and worthy annual, the New Zealand Official Year-book, 
has just appeared in its 1947-9 volume. Fort those who go in for that 
sort of thing, it has the same old fascination and human interest in 
statistical disguise, but there are at least two points that need checking. 
They are in the section on the National Library Service (p.161-2). First, 


there is the statement that ‘ The first Regional Centre, that at Palmerston 
North, was opened in December, 1948." No mention of the CLS 
Christchurch office, which officers of the Census and Statistics Depart- 
ment would have found described in New Zealand Libraries, August, 
1946 (vol. 9, p. 107-110, illustrated), if they had cared to look. The second 
is the sentence beginning, ‘ The Library School was established in 1943 
... That seems to us to be downright careless, and we hope someone 
will correct it in the next volume. (For the actual date, consult your 
file of New Zealand Libraries or the annual reports of the NLS.) 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES AID AUTHORS 


ON March 30th, 1946, the Danish Rigsdag passed an amendment to the 
Public Library Act granting Danish authors *‘ compensation for the 
circulation of their books through the public libraries.’ For this purpose 
the state contributes a yearly sum corresponding to 5 per cent. of its 
subsidy to the public libraries. For the fiscal year of 1949-1950 the amount 
will be in the region of 195,000 Danish crowns. No royalties are paid 
for circulation from the State libraries—the Royal Library, the University 
Library of Copenhagen, and the State Library of Aarhus. 

A similar law enacted in Norway stipulates that in every budget year 
up to 5 per cent. from the Government subsidy to public and school 
libraries is to be subtracted for a royalty fund to Norwegian authors. 
The Storting decides the percentage to be used. Rental libraries that 
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lend out books on a monetary basis or on membership subscriptions 
must pay an annual fee to this fund consisting of up to 5 per cent. of the 
total yearly book-purchase fund, to be decided by the Storting. 


—Unesco Bulletin for Libraries 4:540 F °50 


CORRECTION TO SALARY SCALE 


A MISTAKE which evaded the proof-reader mars the salary scale which 
was published in New Zealand Libraries, April, 1950 (page 63). 
Fortunately, it is one which no intelligent reader could fail to perceive, 
but it would be as well to amend your copy. The scale for Chief Cataloguer 
and Children’s Librarian in a town of above 50,000 population is given 
as £470-405-530. It should, of course, be £470-505-530. 


HOW TO WIN FRIENDS 


SEVERAL members, in suggesting amendments to the NZLA constitution 
at the recent conference, complained that the Council was a closed 
corporation of the Association’s deadheads, and that there was no way 
in which younger and more active members could become known to 
the membership and thus secure election to Council. Quite apart from 
the fact that such knowledge, in some cases, may not secure election to 
Council, we would suggest that the best way of becoming well known 
within the Association is to write articles for New Zealand Libraries. 
Very few members will actually read the articles, of course, but the 
author’s name is likely to stick. When we have written twenty-five articles, 
members will know that we intend to stand for Council, ourselves. 


RECENT APPOINTMENTS 


Petone Public Library. Miss W. M. Oldham (Library School, 1948, and 
NZLA Gen. Cert.), of CLS, Palmerston North, to be Librarian. 

Reserve Bank, Wellington. Mr H. J. Lorimer (Library School, 1947), 
to be Librarian. 





SIR GEORGE GREY MAKES THE GRADE 


Mr John Barr supplies the following copy of a letter written on 23rd 
July, 1894, by Mr J. Y. W. MacAlister, Hon Secretary of the Library 
Association of the United Kingdom, to the Rt Hon Sir George Grey, 
KCB: * 1 am wishful that this Association should have the honour of 
electing you one of its honorary members in recognition of your long 
and distinguished services to the cause of libraries in New Zealand. 
It may influence your decision when | tell you that we are not lavish 
in our bestowal of honorary membership, which is exclusively reserved 
for those who have distinguished themselves in connection with the 
objects we have at heart, and although we have been established for 
seventeen years your only British colleagues would be the Marquis of 
Dufferin (our President), Sir John Lubbock and Mr Passmore Edwards.’ 
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BRANCH NOTES 


AUCKLAND 


Tue following officers were elected at a meeting of the Auckland Branch 
held on Wednesday, 3rd May: Chairman, R. Duthie; Hon Secretary- 
Treasurer, W. Colgan; Committee, Misses N. Gordon, M. Grimshaw, 
D. Haszard, D. E. Lyon and M. M. Peat. 


OTAGO 


Two meetings to be reported. The first, which was held at the Dunedin 
Public Library on 7th March, was addressed by Dr R. J. Seddon, who 
had recently returned from a period of research in education in London. 
Dr Seddon said that he knew best the libraries of London University 
and those of related institutions. Great overcrowding was the cause 
of some of the defects he had noticed. At the main library the student 
was faced with a huge catalogue containing only author entries, and 
a reception desk. In order to consult, let alone borrow, a book, it was 
necessary to write a form in triplicate. As the main stacks were not 
accessible owing to war damage, one frequently waited up to half-an-hour, 
only to be informed that the book was not in. Special facilities were, 
however, available for research students. Carrels were allotted to them; 
they could make out a list of material to cover their requirements for 
two or three weeks, and sometimes up to thirty or forty books would 
be left in a student’s carrel, all temporarily out of circulation. 

The overcrowding caused students to seek out other libraries. The 
British Museum discouraged those who could get what they wanted 
elsewhere. The Institute of Education had an open access library, which 
was semi-private. The libraries of the National Institute of Industrial 
Psychology could also be used by students on certain terms, while that 
of the British Psychological Society at London University was open to 
research people, and was particularly strong in periodicals. The library 
of the Ministry of Education was also available, but for the past four or 
five years it had not kept abreast. 

Owing to postwar conditions there was not a sufficient supply of the 
texts in demand. Publishers were usually very generous, often lending 
even a file copy. In fact, it was sound policy to make friends in publishing 
houses. South Africa, New Zealand and Australia Houses were not good 
for educational research, but often students found them useful. 

Dr Seddon congratulated Otago University Library and the Dunedin 
Public Library on the extensions and improvements he had rioted. The 
facilities available were good, and the staffs of both libraries most 
co-operative. 

The second meeting was held in the Training College Library on 
19th April. After a review of the remits and notices of motion before 
conference, Mr Dowling and Miss Foote led a discussion on reference 
work. Mr Dowling drew an analogy between the reference librarian and 
the physician. The former, like the latter, must have a bedside manner. 
Diagnosis must be accurate, the patient must be helped, and he must 
be shown how to help himself. For the latter purpose handbooks, guides, 
displays and so on were important. In the scientific field, material must 
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be up-to-date. Microfilm, photostat and copycat could be exploited there. 
Unfortunately, British bibliographical aids were not adequate, and we 
were only beginning in New Zealand. Mr Dowling thought a common- 
place book useful in reference work. 

Miss Foote said that the bedisde manner was even more necessary 
in a public library, and diagnosis was more difficult, as the patient often 
hid his symptoms. Treatment was, however, usually easier. Miss Foote 
stressed the need for providing for local interests and for building up 
historical, geographical and other material for the area concerned. The 
New Zealand collection at the Dunedin Public Library was very useful 
for general reference work, as well as in its own field. At the national 
level, the assistant should know thoroughly the official and semi-official 
papers. Miss Foote concluded by raising certain common reference 
problems, such as the handling of pamphlets and periodicals, and the 
extent to which indexing should be done, and analytics made, in 
any library 


FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 


RECOMMENDED FOR FREE ISSUE 


1. TITLES BY A OR [A] AUTHORS 


BreRNSTEIN, Alec (Alexander Baron, pseud.). 
There’s no home. London, Cape, 1949. 


KNEALE, Nigel. Tomato Cain. London, 
Collins, 1949. 8s. 6d. ‘As a new writer he 


is greatly to be welcomed, for by sheer 


9s. 6d. 

Coates, Robert Myron, 1897-. The bitter 
season. London, Gollancz, 1949. 8s. 6d. 
* There are some lapses in taste, but on the 
whole Mr Coates’s sincerity is as patent 
as his readability.—TLS 25-11-49. 

Dos Passos, John Roderigo, 1896-. The grand 
design. London, Lehmann, 1949. 10s. 6d. 

Ma tz, Albert, 1908-. The journey of Simon 
McKeever. London, Gollancz, 1949. 9s. 6d. 

Mason, P. (Phillip Woodruff, pseud.). The 
island of Chamba. London, Cape, 1950. 


9s. 6d. 
Sansom, William, 


1912-. 

Hogarth, 1949. 9s. 6d 

Wetcnu, Denton, 1917-1948. A voice through 
a cloud. London, Lehmann, 1950. 10s. 6d. 
One of the most gifted writers of his 
generation, Denton Welch died in 1948, 
leaving this, perhaps his finest work, almost 
but not quite completed. 


The body. London, 


TITLES BY UNLISTED AUTHORS os 
IMPROVED WORKS BY B AND A & 
AUTHORS 


DuaGan, Alfred. Knight with armour. London, 
Faber, 1950. 12s. 6d. Historical novel very 
favourably reviewed in NSN. 

HucGues, Cledwyn, 1920-. B. The civil strangers. 
London, Phoenix house, 1949. 8s. 6d. 
Favourably reviewed in Listener 12-1-50. 

KENNEDY, Margaret, 1896-. The feast. London, 
Cassell, 1950. ‘If The Feast does not 
repeat, for a new generation, the legendary 
success of Miss Kennedy's famous best 
sellers, it should at any rate give a sense 
of how the spell was woven."—TLS 10-3-50. 


tour-de-force he breaks through the flossy 
surface of the contemporary British short 
story.—Angus Wilson in NSN 3-12-49 

Perers, Fritz. The world next door. London, 
Gollancz, 1949. 12s. 6d. * Both as a personal 
record and as a social document the book 
is of great value. It raises disturbing 
questions..—Antonia White in NSN 
21-1-50. 

Reiw, Victor Stafford, 
London, Heinemann, 1949. 12s. 6d. Nove! 
of Jamaica in local near-poetic dialect 
Important contribution to colonial litera- 
ture. 

Wynp, Oswald, 


1913-. New day 


1913-. The stubborn flower 
London, Joseph, 1949. 9s. 6d. A novel 
about Japan. * The author does not deluge 
us with local colour, but touches in his 
setting with neat, sharp strokes..—NS\ 
5-11-49. 


REPRINTS (EXCLUDING ESTABLISH 
ED CLASSICS) 


Cary, Joyce, 1888-. Mr Johnson. London, 
Joseph, 1950 [1939]. 10s. q 

Cary, Joyce, 1888-. To * x pilgrim. London, 
Joseph, 1950 [1942]. 6d. 

Greene, Graham, 1904. O ainistry of fear 
London, Heinemann, 1950 [1943]. 7s. 6d 

hem, William Charles Franklyn, 1903- 

cone is altered. London, Hogarth, 

1946 {1932}. 

Sinciair, Upton Beall, 1878-. 
London, Werner Laurie, 
10s. 

WELLS, "tee George, 1866-1946. The 
Bulpington of Blup. London, Hutchinson, 
1949 [1933). 


The jungle. 
1949 [1906] 
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OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 


Bares, Herbert Ernest, 1905-. A & B. Dear life. 
London, Joseph, 1949. 7s. 6d. Unfavourably 
reviewed in TLS 3-1-50. A & B. 

Lopwick, John. [A]. First steps inside the 
zoo. London, Heinemann, 1949. 9s. 6d. 
‘Certainly readable, and at times amusing 


IN LIBRARY 


Tue Art and technique of book reviews: 
1, Signing book reviews, by H. A. Clegg: 
2, The reviewing of scientific and technical 
books, some first principles from the point 
of view of the reader, by R. Brightman; 
3, Book reviews and the librarian, by R. L. 
Collison. Aslib proceedings 1:119-133 Ag 
‘49. To sign or not to sign, essential 
content, time lapse between publication 
and review, are some of the topics discussed. 

Austin, Neal F. The newspaper library; the 
results of a survey completed in June 1949. 
Special libraries 41:42-6 "50. Good 
general article on the function, equipment 
and training of staff of such libraries. 

De.ouGaz, Nathalie. Some significant trends 
in Soviet book roduction. Library 
quarterly 19:250-62 °49. A quantitative 
analysis of Soviet book production by 
subject matter, including comparisons with 
British and United States production 
figures. The interesting fact emerges that 
Russia published twice as many titles per 
head of population as the United States, 
not only in 1941, but even in 1913. 

LIBRARY journal Mr 15 °SO. A_ special 
symposium on maps, prepared by the 
Geography and Map Group of the Special 
Libraries Association. Articles cover the 
use, acquisition and cataloguing of maps 
and gazetteers. The care, preservation and 
storage of maps is not dealt with, and 
atlases are omitted, as these four topics 
have been covered by recent books and 
pamphlets. 

MARTENSSON, Hanna. A_ short survey of 
Swedish ge 3 libraries. Library world 
§2:123-4 Ja ’ 

Moore, M. S. Allenby. Through wy eyes. 
Librarian and book world 38:293-5 “4 
The opinions of 2,500 school children 
between 13 and 18 years of age who answer 
the question: ‘Do you think your public 
library could be improved? If so, in 
what way?’ 


enough, though the situations often 
promise more amusement than they provide. 
As satire, it could have been less callous 
and more cruel, if the author had used a 
little more discrimination.’"—Listener 
12-1-50. A & B. 


LITERATURE 


Orton, Floyd E. Let's look at paper work. 
Library journal 75:368, 384-7 Mr 1 ‘SO. 
The Director of Libraries, Boston Uni- 
versity, describes several new methods and 
gadgets for reducing routine work in large 
libraries. Items discussed include an edge- 
notched punched card charging system, 
multiple forms for book ordering, turntable 
for LC classification schedules. 

Smytue, Eric J. C. Press cuttings. Aslib pro- 
ceedings 1:105-112 Ag ‘49. Description 
of the routine of dealing with cuttings in 
a large newspaper library. Routine could 
be simplified to one’s needs. 

SPECIAL libraries, March 1950. A symposium 
prepared by the Social Science Group of 
the SLA. Titles include: Social welfare 
subject headings; Indexing labor journals; 
The library of the US Dept. ot Labor; 
A special library in the Bureau of the 
Census. 

SymMPosIUM on the training of information 
officers: 1, The training of the information 
officer; 2, Some observations on the 
training of an_ industrial information 
officer, by J. S. P. Paton; 3, The training 
of the information officer, by F. G. B. 
Hutchings. Aslib proceedings 1:83-103 
Ag '49. General agreement that the position 
calls for (1) a good science degree, (2) 
practical experience in the subject field, 
(3) good knowledge of library technique, 
(4) two foreign languages. These qualifi- 
cations are much higher than those found 
in similar New Zealand positions. 


Tayor, Sherry. Special librarianship is some- 
thing special. Library journal 75:361-5 
Mr | °50. General description of ‘ special 
collections, serving a special clientele and 
using special methods for that purpose.’ 

Wuiraker, Cuthbert. The history of Whitaker's 
almanack. Aslib proceedings 1:113-8 Ag 
*49. A short history by the present editor. 





FUN AND GAMES IN PANAMA 


THe National Library of Panama is probably the first of the world’s 
libraries to have composed a hymn which it refers to in its monthly 


journal (entitled Publicaciones de la Biblioteca Nacional) as a 


‘song of 


love and devotion to books, dedicated to all the libraries and educational 
institutions of Panama.’ The hymn was the result of a prize contest open 
to every citizen of the country. The winners, a poet and a composer, 
received their awards from the President of the Republic at a library 
celebration. The library staff sang the hymn which has been printed and 
distributed for wider use.—Unesco Bulletin for Libraries 3:414 N °49. 
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HYNDMAN’S LTD 


LIBRARIANS! 
We are in Business to procure your requirements as 
EFFICIENTLY and as SPEEDILY as possible 


USE OUR FACILITIES for obtaining English and 
American Books. We have had long and continued 
experience in importing 





REMEMBER ! 
fon SPEEDY and RELIABLE SERVICE 
Call, Write or Telephone 


HY NDMAN’S LTD 


69 GEORGE STREET 
Phone 10-936 DUNEDIN P.O. Box 617 





To The Librarian . . 


We have lately turned a portion of our works solely to library 
binding, and wish to offer this exclusive service to librarians who are 
having difficulty in the prompt execution of their requirements 


All library work is bound according to New Zealand Library 
Association specifications 


Books are hand sewn where necessary, and individual attention 
ensures complete satisfaction 


Books are rebound and recased at reasonable charges, and magazines 
and pamphlets stiffened and cloth reinforced 


Charges for all binding requirements available on application to 


EXCELSIOR BOOKBINDERS 


NEWTON ARCADE 
AUCKLAND 





THE CAXTON PRESS 





library 
ho are 


Library 
ttention 


igazines 











For copying ietters, 
blueprints, etc., 
quickly—by reflex 
or transmission 
printing—use 
‘Kodak’ RAPID 
Contact Document 

Paper. 

This new copying 

aid has a fast high- 

contrast emulsion which 

reduces exposures to a minimum. It is 

nearly three times as fast as ‘Kodak’ 

Reflex Contact Document Paper. The RAPID paper 

is a valuable timesaver, especially on a long run. Full 
working details on request. 


KODAK Reflex Papers 


RAPID REFLEX CONTACT DOCUMENT for speed 
REFLEX CONTACT DOCUMENT PAPER for routine copying 


KODAK ..%.. LTD 


16-18 VICTORIA STREET, WELLINGTON 222-228 QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND 
162 PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN 148 LICHFIELD STREET, CHRISTCHURCH 





BOOKBINDING 


REPAIRS 


We are binding for 20 main libraries and are able to cope with several more 
—we full bind in Winterbottom’s bookcloth or Dominion Vellum. Our prices 
displayed below are quoted only for Public Libraries and Schools 

Books up to 9 x 6 at 3/- each 

Books up to 11 x 7 at 4/7 each 

Books up to 15 x 10 at 10/4 each 


SEWING—part sewn 1/- extra—full sewn 1/6 extra 
(Sewing only undertaken when necessary) 


MAGAZINES—covers stiffened up to 11 x 7 at 1/2 
Over 11 x 7 at 1/8d 
Magazines are-guaranteed to be returned within 5 days of receipt 


INQUIRIES ARE WELCOMED 


CARTER’S BOOKBINDING SERVICE 


DUKE STREET, CAMBRIDGE 
PHONE 764s P.O. Box 57 


then 





iin 


Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 





Introducing . . . 


G. BLUNT & SONS LTD 


BOOKBINDERS AND BOOKSELLERS 


ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVEN years ago George Blunt was apprenticed to © 
the Bookbinding trade. His son, also a bookbinder, founded the present 
business in 1879; succeeding generations have maintained and developed 

For many years, too; this tradition of skill in bookbinding has gone 
hand-in-hand with a reputation for great ability and success im the field 
of book-supply to Public Libraries. 


Because of our long experience in combining these services of book- 
binding and book-supply, we are able to provide a wide range of new 
books in library bindings at rates lower than ever before. 

Our business already extends to Canada, the West Indies, South 
Africa, and Australasia, and we would be glad to undertake your 
Re-binding and Book-supply. 

Send for the leaflet describing our Special Library Editions, and lists 
of other books available in Library Bindings. 

a 


NORTH ACTON ROAD Showroom 
HARLESDEN 100 GREA’s: RUSSELL STREET 
LONDON, N.W.10 LONDON, W.C.1 
ENGLAND ENGLAND 


Cablegrams: Welbound, London 
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